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Makiti Folder made by Bertie Rietveld

Blade - coloured Dragonskin Damascus
Bolsters - Coloured Meteorite
Handle - Mammoth Ivory
Photo by Dirk Loots

Knifemakers Guild of SA — Annual Knife Show

Open to the public : 19 August 3pm - 7pm
: 20 August 10am - 3pm

@ Mosaiék Lifestyle Centre, Danielle Street,Fairlands, JHB
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Save the date:

Production knives are not al
tion due to the fact tha t h
Augustﬁ 2016 ment are not known.
You are invited to The knife must _have a f|wger
prevents your fingers slip
Herbst Knifemaking Academy fofr ttthe Hdlaaiche.h of the new
design for -Ghéel d0Mmé@mNen Comp_letltion. . .
competition wil!/ consi st
Starts &afreetamntry to the evWnmad chop: Chop through B38mm
struction grade pine beam tw
Gawie will give the outline Rdpd hecutc:ompwett itth @wmgmna 2 hmmyv
der ful prizes to be won. sisal rope.
) _ Water bottle cut: Slice hro
Carel will give a talk on the Xnifemakers Guild
Bertie will show you the newrﬁd%ns;i%mgﬁlsol H)Zeln:jmagdgeldffgg?{?:ct hbe;:J
competition and will have the nitfe on display anhd he wi
give you a few pointers on making the knife and answer
questions. water bottle slice: Slice th
tle from top to bottom
To donate a prizeGuiolrd trmeemtedrl 7 non
competition contact thinusAhpelrdbsaarcio.Slaice through| an
Cutting Competition )
Foam Tube: Slice through a f
The Randburg Knife Club is running a cutting competiijti on
at the launch of the Non GuilPawlnighomonphean ttibmough a 1
The blade specs are: I f you are interested in com
Mi tchell on the Randburg| Kni
Overaldl Lengt h: 375mm maXx page.
Bl ade widt h: 50mm maxi mum
You need etgoi sptreer as you clannc
Blade I ength: 250mm max compete on the day of the co
You must know the blade steefherheajts tg eRrigne nite @ ngle th addrh g
COhStrUCtion tO Compete. event COStS.
he knife must have a | anyaryphéd od ed amdo il atnw@rsdtagTéwse Piult |€
rim of the lanyard holes musdf bitehd oddEdt ittoj awvoi d the [ a
yard holes cutting th | anyard. The | anyard must be fi xe
to the wrist. ] ] ]
Judging will be time based a
tempts will earn time penalt
The blade may not have any holes in the cutting | ength o
the blade or any weights on the blade itself.
Great prizes to be won !
Al | knives need to be approved by of ficials before 't
competitor is allowed to ent':e'rr%t ,;Smr@lyZﬁg,:gpirgieoﬁ)_amascus bi
by Bertie ietveld
Hi dden tang knives may be us®eacC drud Wlhieizhactaet R Iraetaet nmednotn aotf
the blade and tang must be dHerchsots.ed by the competitor.
Third Kmiifze:photograph by Di
Al knives must be tested by the competitor in the wood
chopping exercise before being allowed to compete.
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CHAIRMAN VICE CHAIRMAN

CAREL SMITH WILLIE VENTER

Chairman's Chat

Our Chair man, Car el Smith has take
He' s doing well and i f you’'d 1like
the contact details above.

So we asked Willie Venter, our Vic
umn and he was delighted to send

ton.

A bit of background.... .

Kni femakers number their knives f
of how many knives they make duri
keep record of each partcular mod
material etc. But record keeping
no.1 of a partcular model in thei
made by a Guild member that has g
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Last year at Blade Show, Chris wa
he rubs shoulders with other knif
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2016
Committee :

MEMBERS:

KEVIN HARVEY

a M55 A0

0 e B2 hraeaA

kevin@heavinforge.co.r
2l @] g

al r man t o

nf or mat on an

TREASURER

dHERAE F%l%T‘VEL;De
t heir ni e
tAEkely 0861232 &766

' b Blaved

he on to grea

I dBYEC AN FENAAH

maki ng great s

QRLA:dD32180924k1A

slak@mweb.co.za

SHOW CONVENER
EDGEHOG EDITOR

MELINDA RIETVELD
CELL: 0713035259
edgehogl@gmail.con

MEMBERSHIP
ADJUDICATORS

JOHN ARNOLD
TEL: 0119581110
CELL: 082 3892772
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‘KNIVES-
Reflections:
The Titanium Folder and Beyond @

Chris Reeve made his first knife in 1975, a knife filed entirely by hand. Chris apprenticed, then

worked, as a Tool and Die Maker so his natural inclination was towards methods which could
facilitate the production of a greater quantity of knives, without sacrificing quality in any way. That
first knife laid the foundation of what would become a world renowned knife manufacturing business

that would relocate half way around the world from his native Durban, South Africa.

n January 1984, Chris turned to making knives full time, by which stage his One Piece Range of fixed
blade knives was already gaining popularity. Most of the small production was sold in South Africa

but during the course of the following year, knives were exported to a distributor in the United

States. During these years, Chris focused on production methods for the One Piece Range but he
also made purely custom, handmade knives. The Liner Lock folding knife was popular but his design
thoughts began to concentrate on a knife that was simpler, with no extraneous parts, a folding

version of a One Piece knife

And so the Titanium Folder came into being. By removing the liner/bolster/handle slab combination
of the Liner Lock and having only a solid titanium front and back handie slab with a lock cut into the

back, Chris designed a concept that would spearhead the future of folding knives. Titanium Folder
#1 and #2 were sold to good friend and collector Willie Venter in March 1988. Photographs of Folder
#1 are attached to these Reflections; regrettably Folder #2 went missing somewhere between Boise,
Idaho and South Africa after it had been sent into Chris Reeve Knives for service. Our records indicate
the 38 Titanium Folders were made prior to the Reeve's emigration from South Africa to the United
States in 1989. All of these were made by hand with no use of production equipment

The “Titanium Folder” was renamed “Sebenza” (the Zulu word for “work”) in 1 Features of the

Sebenza have developed, changed, improved over the years but it is consistently considered the
yardstick against which other knives in the industry are measured. In 1991, Chris Reeve Knives
purchased a CNC Machining Center and gradually the Sebenza transitioned from a purely handmade
knife into a production knife. The Sebenza is appreciated worldwide for the simplicity of its design,
the quality of its materials, its strength/weight ratio and the very close tolerances to which it is
manufactured. All of these factors combine in a high performance folding knife that is used and

collected by a loyal group of customers

REEVE

September 30, 2015




ISSUE 1 - 2016

EDGEHOG PAGE 5

Kni fe adjudication for Guild meAlbleires hWagntbegn &84 ra (
| received a call from Andre Lesch asking me if they cou
and that they would come through and handl debhgeeltyt awaft
two gents to arrive as this would be my "first Adjudicat
Team , little did | know that this would be an event| t he
Early that evening Andre Lesch and Theo Lyon arrived , f
back. Most knifemakers want to visit the "man cave" S0 C
shoebox with its contents on the dining room table and v
We had a good old chit chat in the "Man Cave" oblivious
My Bullterrier "Blade" had other ideas , this foreign th
bel cagd he chose to investigatel!!

Anyone that knows bullterriersinklniofeds amédtdedhteyonaarytomie
their jaws can get hold of !! Bleade'on hewdraontentbulhiyi Ipt
the TV remotes , pillows , shoes , feather dusterBbr, brc
"Blade" can't reach them , (can't get it, can't stuff it
About an hour | ater we emerged from the workshop only to
empty shoe box ! I knew i mvire d'i Blted ¢g" whad dedi cdhed ptem edig
Theo's Guild entry knives.

Oh no! What now ! These are the man's pride and joy | h €
knives & sheaths and now my bullterrier has destroyed th
dication Tea .

While trying to apologise to Theo and Andre and offering
damaged knives, we picked up

knives had small teeth marks

next day the Adjudication Team g
oo and mypehfned what had happen
ovetlheokéde knives passed witho
S Bl ade's Adjudication, but because
'Andre Lesch and the fine craftmanshi
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An Unusual knife - Johan Geyser

During one of my work-related trips to China recently, I stumbled upon a curio shop in Beijing whilst wait-
ing for a tour agency to open in order to book a trip to the Great Wall.

I entered to while away the time and saw these unusual knives. Unfortunately the owner could not speak
any Enlish but through a client in the shop, I learned that he referred to the items as 'fish knives'.

Another fellow then entered and told that it was actually a knife used to score the capsules of poppy blooms
in the evening, so that the latex emanating from these cuts could be harvested/scraped off in the morning.
These scrapings contain the opium latex which is then processed further to produce heroin, morphine and
other opioid substances.

China has had a long history as a producer of opium and two wars were fought with the English concerning
this trade.

The knives were roughly made as can be seen — basically a friction folder from what appears to be a mild
steel with a fairly blunt cutting surface and a spike at one end.

I am unsure as to the purpose of these knives. The largest one seems just to large to have been used to score
poppy pods, but who knows...

On the other hand, they could very well have been used on sailing ves-
sels and may well have been “fish knives”.

The owner considered them to be antiques and as his price was not right
for me, I did not buy one.

Perhaps somebody can shed light on these interesting items? Please send
your ideas to edgehogl@gmail.com and we’ll publish them in the next issue
for all to enjoy.

SA Knifemakers Book Project

Knifemaker Alan Mitchell and photographer
Dirk Loots are taking on the task of putting
together a book of ALL South African knife
makers along with pictures of their knives.

Although this is a long term project, they
would be very grateful for the support of the
knife making community.

The project will involve Guild and Non Guild
members and will showcase some of the ex-
cellent skills of the knifemaking community
along with photos of the top end knives made
in South Africa.

Presentation Boxes

handcrafted to your
Requirements.

Artisan Boxmaker

Brian Coetzee

083 372 8784

tree2tree@webmail.co.za

If they do contact you for more information on
yourself and your knives, please assist them
in any way you can.
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Achi evement

Today | realised thpt my hubby, Bert.i
Rietveld has been mpking Damascus for
25 years !

Before thi
t

in 1991 5

made.

| remember the searcg

and a home built fuf

frustration of a de

scrap heap got highe

the attempts becauseg

tionist and wonét quy

rect

I n winter 1991, Bertie had sucl\ﬁe%ﬁﬁ\e%%ﬁﬂmces
maki ng damascus, He had no men

there were no coursps and classes and

no internet as yet, either. Everything he
learnt and tried wap arhdyafeln the chabsic shape af'teBush'King but are
books and trial and| err Ogotminiatures but rather 2:1 scale renditions.

I remember the first | adder patterned
piece that was wused| for the first dagger
and |t_was stunning| ! It tur”edMJHSﬁycﬁetérEy
the Guild Show and pveryone wanted
know where the stee came from and
were surprised when| he said that he had
made it himself
Il &m proud to own a knife that was made
using a piece of first d
|l 8t t 6s a miniature
brooch.
He had a flypress
through the worksho
session. | 6d come
woul d be at the
next session she
the workshop No w
forging shop with
are well fixed to
pl enty other tool
Since 1991 he has
cus steel and expe
and patterns and
ble to other knife
As | pack the car
steel on their
maker s, I canot
achi evement
Congratul ations
Damascus.
b= -
Mel inda Rietveld Nkosulubane 076 502 7267

nkosijuban@gmail.com
www.kgsa.co.za/member/nkosijubane
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Ignorance and Spare Time

- Andre’ Erasmus

It was only a few years ago that | spent a | azy Sun
knives, daggers and such. Foll owing a link posted b
making website. Pictures of some very good | ooking

senptionsci ous browsing. Basic cigarette box maths rev

p
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few bl ad
nd was qu
bout knif
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i mes requ

ow r ememb
arming su
ork is fo

Our friend

My mi ni fo

S
t

mearing t

his contr

The pictur
where that
engine oil
tell you,

gave it ev
The smoke

C

(

I
h
t
b
s

g
i

aught on

much) any

know not
oles thro
he bl ades
ecame my
ome woode
rinder bl

mportant

es were very reasonable compared to what

e? Really?

es, wooden blocks and even pinning rods w

day

y s
knif

eal e

er e

ickly unpacked. Thatés when the troubl ehoswt art

e making, staring at 2 perfectly shaped

bl act

t hat the bl ades must be heat treated in a fo

ired for stainless steels and back then haven

er, all of this is happening in Klerksdor
pplies, meat , bread, mi |l k and brandy; |l ot

r.) The rest all/l have to be imported from

l'y Il ocal phar macist, oom Pille, agreed to
rge was made by mixing the Plaster of Par
he insides of a paint can. Now | remember

aption was | eft to dry for a few days and

e with different colours of heated steel

wa s

the blade -magnhethiec heamd etdhemtguemomed i n oi

, scaled the prized fridge magnet that th

stainless steel melts the cheap <wnamginetmagnetos

erything and heated those blades as much as |

coming out of those few Ilitres of oil mu

fire. A few fire engines came screaming past

more by then. We did not have any bugs in

hing about heat treating or tempering steel,

ugh the blade handles. So | assumed that t

to a cutting edge. Filing the blades had
weapon of choice. After hours and days of
n handles to. Two new hardware stores ope
ades in bul k at a discount . That the knif

anymor e.

ver

gr i
ned
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So after weeks of hard work, I ended up with something
made by Neandert hal man with a rock. Sure it was wugly a
absolutely loved it. It was fairly obvious by then, | tha
home was starting to show signs of strain about the di:¢
Obeyed) dishwashing | iquid and dishcloths which magical
ing is a dirty job and requires only the best cleaning
The problem was that the bug bit and it bit har d! I S
YouTube videos and just had to find out how to properly
day. Fortunately | found a kind and very, very patient
basic techniques and machines. This course unlocked| son
my awareness as to how Ilittle | actually know.
So readers beware this bug is extremely dangerous, it
soap removes met al dust from a workbench. I't makes you
paper and pretty blocks of wood. It I ets you spend your
to get cash to buy more materials and machines. There i
knife collector, as he opens the box containing his new
How did you start making knives ? How did you
Send your stories to edgehogl@gmail.com n
KNIFE-MAKING ACADEMY
KNIVES * TRAINING « MACHINES * SUPPLIES]
Scrimshaw b $hai
(b(v(v/o(w (ﬁm racing / (///////' y
0 f AR
%@L»/ ~QN Emai | : scribble@ afJrica.
\h = q&' C (*‘3 )
S M AR -
) .
Cell: 073-284 1493 Hand Engraving
Home: (011) 915-7054 Fire-Arms & Knives
Email:chris(@chknives.com ].ewell.ery
(Near Mall @ Carnival) Inside Ring
awrence Rd. Dalpark Ext.11, Brakpan Watche
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Heavin on tour

On our recen

t trip

t
touB®dsi des needing t
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ton and Kevin
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10 Things not to say to a

knifemaker at a Show....

0. I 611 just get| my f
You know whaift yol

Do | get a discount if | buy two?

| can make that myself

Why does it cost so much ?

How do you make this?

A 0o N 0 © #

Will you donate to ou

you, but it will be great exposure.

w

My niryearoldmakes this kind of stuff|too.
2. Ki ds, this is what h a
varsity.

1. | can buy that at the flea market for R100

What 6s the funniest thi
experienced at a Knife Show ?

Send it to edgehogl@gmail.com how

Edgehog

YS\&K\‘GO\S
Any kworfthy articles] n

news, knife pic

Knife Pholography by s

(92}

Pl ease send for publi

Melinda Rietveld
pholo@dldesigns.co.za |l +27 83 612 0369 P O Box 53

Magaliesburg, 1791
Tel: 071 303 5259

Dirk is the official photographer for the 2016 Email:
Guild Show.. edgehogl@gmail.com
He will be there on 19 August to take photos of www.edgehog.weebly.com

your lovely knives made by our members and
the Show Competition category winners.
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Good news for South African Bladesmiths!

At a Knifemakers" Guild of Southern Africa committee meeting, it was decided that Guild
member, Stuart Smith (Johannesburg), is now also authorised to conduct the performance
test (cut and bend test) for entry into the guild with forged knives. Kevin and Heather Harvey
(Belfast, Mpumalanga) are the other two authorised testers.

Note, this is only for the performance test and that the four completed knives, along with the
performance test knife go to John Arnold and the adjudication committee for the rest of the
evaluation. Knives can be sent to any of the testers for testing if you live far away. For any
further information please contact us or Stuart Smith.

heavin@heavinforge.co.za samuraistu@forgedknives.co.za

When | see lovers’
| names carved into
| a tree | don’t think

it’s cute, | just
think it’s strange
how many people
take knives on a
date.

Looking for that special knife to add to your collection
or for a unique gift ?

Contact CKS and we will source it for you ! Need it scrim

www. creativekni feso

Or phone Sharon 083 789 1675

Kni femakers Guil d Boe#

(Y on : :
\‘i niferhakers’ Guild of Southern Africa
The booR 265t980 softcover

There are still a few copi es

To purchase:

Cont act

1@gméi [——

e at

Mel inda 071 303 5259 edge om
MMMMMMMMM O UNEOTSIOYEXGEENGE
Meet the members of the Knifemakers Guild and |see b
Read the history of the Knifemakers Guild gf SA
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The Edgehog Book

The booR 2886t 0 softcover H col

To purchase:

Cont act

Melinda 071 303 5259 edgehogl

The Edgehog book contains articles written for E|dgehoq

The articles are written by the knifemakers about theifr] per :
plenty of workshop articles and tips |n hint

ll When buying from an artist/maker, you're |

uying more than just an object/painting. You

llare byying hyndreds of houyrs of tailures |

and experimentation. You are buying days, weexs

& months of frystration and moments of
Ure J0Y. YOUARENTJUS
lyou're buying a piece of heart, p..art.m a
soul, a moment of someone's [ife. Mosi
importantly, you're buying the artist more time|
fo do somefhing they are passiona

—f

@ about.

The | ast wor d:

The only adequate preparation for tomorrow is the right use of today




